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Synopsis

Kwabena Oppong, who is the king and supreme ruler of the African Ashanti tribespeople living in
the United States of America, has a throne in his living room . . . The American Ashanti king is
elected every two years from the ranks of an Ashanti social and cultural organization called the
Asanteman Association of the United States of America, Inc. The first Stateside king, Kwadwo
Tuffuor, was a plumber. The second, Kusi Appouh, repaired air-conditioners and refrigerators.
Kwabena Oppong is the third king; he drives a cab.In A Gentle Reign, Susan Orlean, author of The
Orchid Thief and Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend, lends her wry, exuberant voice to the
unforgettable portrait of an ordinary man thrown into an extraordinary circumstance, and follows
closely as the newly-crowned supreme ruler navigates his life as an unlikely king.A Gentle Reign

was originally published in The New Yorker, December 12, 1988. Cover design by Adil Dara.
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Customer Reviews

| am learning about Ghanian culture but have been around it most of my life. This story brought
back many warm memories of gatherings of honorable and royal persons, strict protocols, elaborate

ceremonial processions, elegant garb, and stately umbrellas...most in rented halls and venue’s



including daycares LOL.!
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